oy turee invocatory verses. This also corresponds with the history of the epic, it is said in the book itself that it was first taught by Vyasa to Vaisampayana, that sometimes later Vaisampayana narrated the epic to Janamejaya, and that lastly Suta Pa uranika narrated it to the sages assembled at Naimisaranya. These are the three stages through which the epic has developed into its final form.
4. The epic is known by three different names Jaya, Bharata-Samhita and Mahabharata, all the three names being found in the epic itself.
5* Internal evidences based on style and subject, matter also justify this theory of three! stages.
, The Date of the Mahabharata
The first stage: The original kernel which forms the historical background bears relation to the hymns of the Rig Veda. Bharatas are referred to in the Rig Veda as a warlike tribe. In Vedic literature the tribal wars of Kurus and PanchaJas are spoken of frequently. But the Yajur Veda speaks of the union of these two clans.; So the historical part of the epic might trace its prigin to a date-prior to the final formation of Yajprvedai e^ to about the I0th century B.C. Probably these episodes existed in the form of popular songs or ballads handed down by bards which were later on woven into an epic and so no work of this
